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ricultural community, not on individual farms as it should
be, despite the provision of Farmers Register through the
agriculture census 2010. These trends were even aggra-
vated after the end of Oslo accord, 1998, and beginning of
economic peace.

Private farms thrived and consumption behavior gets more
attention, putting more pressure on the family farming pat-
terns.

Figures show that three quarters of the farms are for home
consumption or for sales and home consumption. The study
highlighted three phenomenons: high dependence on fam-
ily labour despite technology advancement; agriculture
feminization in terms of higher role of women in agricul-
tural production, and conservative participation of women
in paid agriculture labour.

The study shows that farming is the unique source of in-
come for the majority of farms s but generates income less
than poverty level. It contributes on average 10% of the
home food consumption. Figures also show the diminish-
ing returns of increased family labour contribution, but in-
creasing number of farms depending on family labour.

The study recommended a road map of 5 interrelated and
complementary paths to strengthening and mainstreaming
family farming style including promotion of knowledge and
digital path in agriculture; Legal and legislative environ-
ment supportive of family and subsistence farming, Insti-
tutional reforms and strengthening to incubate, lobby and
advocate for family farming, Development programs tar-
geting particularly family farms, Investment in the social
and economic infrastructure of rural areas supportive of
family farming, and technical support, guidance and exten-
sion program prioritizing family farms .
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stage of development. Prlor to zndusmal revolutzon they
comprise farms totally dedicated to home consumption and
family labour contribute 95% of the agricultural work. Lat-
er this definition is relaxed, farms with 50% labour origi-
nating from family were considered as family farms. It was
even sufficient to have farm administered by family to be
considered so.

The study relied on a number of integrated and interdepen-
dent steps, from literature review to data collection from
selected villages representing the different agro-climatic
zones in the West bank using a specially designed question-
naire.

Historically, family farms in the West Bank were affected by
the 1948 influx of experienced farmers into the West Bank
putting pressure on the limited agricultural areas and lay-
ing basis for tenure relationships. In 1967, Israel occupied
the West Bank and influx of people, creating absentee farm-
ers phenomenon. The Ist intifada, 1987 tied the relation-

ship between people and the land and increased peoples’

interest in family farming. The Palestinians failed at this
stage to develop a “Family Farms Model”. Palestinian
NGOs and civil society missed the opportunity of develop-
ing a national strategy putting potentials of the agricultur-
al sector in the confrontation process. Even after Oslo Ac-
cord 1994, agricultural development was based on raising
funds and emergency and food security project, overweigh-
ing peoples’ affordability rather than food production and
availability.

Even isolated cases, such as Agricultural Information Sys-
tem AIS proposed in the early 1990s turned into Agricul-
tural Project Information System APIS; Land reclamation
projects turned from a socio-economic development model
into an investment and institution strengthening, and agri-
cultural statistics are still based on Israeli model, the ag-
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Executive Summary

Family farming reduces the land and human being to one.
It constitutes the formation unit, particularly in nation-
building. It is subject to various risks, above all from oc-
cupation. Forming hence, the first brick in resisting it and
countries resilience.

In spite of this, agricultural socio-economic dimension is
supported, neither in the study and research fields, nor in
the developmental policies. It didn t form the basis in build-
ing knowledge and statistical or information systems, which
can be traced to the lack of awareness of its importance.

Therefore, this study came to fill the gap and to correct this
injustice towards the most important component of agri-
culture, family farming, which our agricultural economy
in particular depend on and the national resistance in gen-
eral.

West Bank has been subject to a series of occupations, colo-
nialism and successive waves racist policies and fragment-
ing lands to enable their sovereignty, often at the expense of
our economy, and agriculture at the heart of it and family
farms in particular since they gather people and land, the
most targeted by occupants.

This adds importance to the addressed subject, perhaps be
the beginning of a series of analytical studies to redirect
development studies and set them on the path of true sus-
tainability, sustainability of human-being, of land and of
environment.

The launching of 2014 as international year of family farm-
ing for the purpose of increasing awareness and under-
standing of the diversity of family farms and small farms
contribution and challenges they face.

Family farms are defined differently depending on the




Foreword

Family agricultural constitutes an essential part of the structure of the Palestinian
agricultural economy. It greatly contributes to preserving the steadfastness of the
Palestinian farmers on their land in the light of the difficulties which they facedue
to occupation practices. On the other hand, family farming represents an equi-
table model for distribution of resources and wealth through involving the family
members in work and equitably sharing the burdens and opportunities. Thus, to a
large extent, the family agriculture represents a model different form the reality of
the other investment models in the agricultural sector. Most of them are based on
the availability of workers who work for an investor who obtains the profit, while
the role of the workers is limited to the small wages, which they receive for their
work. In addition to the aforementioned, the family farming constitutes an essential
way for exchanging and preserving the inherited agricultural knowledge and the
Palestinian rural agricultural heritage.

The United Nations declared the year 2014 as the International Year of the Family
Farming. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO),
in cooperation with governments, international development agencies, farmers
organizations and other relevant organizations, in addition to the concerned non-
governmental organizations took the task of facilitating the implementation of the
the International Year of the Family Farming. The aim is to achieve the goals
related to supporting the development of agricultural, environmental and social
policies that lead to a sustainable family farming, increase information sharing,
and awareness of the public on the importance of family farming and to reach a
better understanding of the requirements of the family farming sector, its potential,
its challenges, ensuring provision of technical support necessary for it as well as
creating aspects of integration and solidarity necessary for sustainability.

In this context, and as a response by the Palestinian agricultural sector to the
objectives of the International Year of the Family Farming, this study has been
prepared. It is aiming to diagnose the status of family farming in the West Bank and
to what extent it contributes to ensuring income, providing food security for rural
families and creating job opportunities. The study also highlighted the challenges
facing this type of farming. The study also includes a road map (work plan) to sup-
port the family farming in Palestine.

We hope that the results and recommendation of this study will contribute to achiev-
ing a better future for the family farming in Palestine .We extend our thanks to the
study team and the General Directorate for Extension and Rural Development of
the Ministry of Agriculture and to all concerned authorities, who contributed to
conducting this study and bringing it into existence.

Mohammad Khaled Abdallah Lahlouh Akram Al Taher
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