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FOREWORD

The Cooperative Sector makes a significant contribution to the socio-
economic development in Palestine. Cooperatives contribute to job cre-
ation, income generation and poverty reduction. As member-based so-
cial enterprises, the cooperative organizations contribute to the economic
change while maintaining fair economic participation of their members
and practicing democratic management. Additionally, cooperatives have
their social responsibility toward their societies and contribute to strength-
ening the civil society concept.

The cooperative sector in Palestine has witnessed several improvements
on both at macro and micro levels. At macro level, there were several
achievements that include, for example, Sectorial Strategic Planning, sec-
torial diagnostic studies, Guideline/Manual of Good Governance for Pal-
estinian Cooperative, and the analytical study “Socio-economic Impact
of Cooperatives in the West Bank”. At micro level, several cooperatives
have improved their institutional and business capacities, production and
marketing capacities and apply Good Governance practices in their orga-
nizations.

However, the recent studies still highlight that a key problem of coopera-
tive movement in Palestine remains: the lack of right understanding of
coops principle and lack of cooperative model. The key stakeholders be-
lieve that there is crucial need to support development of model coopera-
tives in order to use these successful models as a mean for sharing and
spreading the right cooperative concept and modality among the other
cooperatives.

In this context, this manual contains a set of generalizations and neces-
sary procedures, which aim to bridge the gaps and deficiencies in the
currently applied law (Jordanian cooperative law 1956), pending approval
of the Palestinian cooperative law.

Mohammed Khaled Yousef Al Ayasah Akram Al Taher

Country Director Director General Executive Director

We Effect, Palestine General Directorate of Coop- Economic and Social
eratives in Palestine Development Center

of Palestine



This Manual is financed by the We Effect Organization through the Eco-
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